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WICKER, J.

On May 3, 2023, a twelve-person jury unanimously found Defendant
Darryl W. Vinson guilty of attempted second-degree murder, second-degree
kidnapping, second-degree sexual battery, and false imprisonment with a weapon.
On June 15, 2023, the trial court sentenced Defendant on all counts to a total of
115 years imprisonment at hard labor, 67 years of which to be served without benefit
of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

On May 21, 2025, Defendant filed a pro se application for post-conviction
relief requesting an out-of-time appeal, which the trial court granted on June 9, 2025.
Jane L. Beebe of the Louisiana Appeals & Writ Service was appointed to represent
Defendant on appeal. Defendant filed his appellant brief on October 6, 2025 and the
State filed its appellee brief on November 25, 2025. The matter was set to be
submitted to this Court’s docket on February 4, 2026. Before the submission date,
Ms. Beebe informed this Court that Defendant had died in late-January 2026.

On April 1, 2026, considering Ms. Beebe’s report of Defendant’s death and
the pendency of his outstanding appeal, this Court ordered Ms. Beebe to file a
motion to dismiss the appeal, attaching a copy of Defendant’s death certificate,
within thirty days. On April 17, 2026, Ms. Beebe filed a Motion to Dismiss Appeal
with Defendant’s death certificate attached. The death certificate reflected
Defendant’s death on January 23, 2026. In light of Defendant’s death during the
pendency of his appeal, this Court must consider the effect of his death on the
unresolved appellate proceeding.

In State v. Gleason, 21-1788 (La. 11/10/22), 349 So0.3d 977, the Louisiana
Supreme Court held:

The abatement ab initio doctrine is obsolete and inconsistent with our

positive law. To abate a conviction would be as to say there has been

no crime and there is no victim. Accordingly, we abandon the doctrine

and hold that when a defendant dies during the pendency of an appeal,
the appeal shall be dismissed and the trial court shall enter a notation in
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the record that the conviction removed the defendant’s presumption of
innocence but was neither affirmed nor reversed on appeal due to the
defendant’s death.
Id. at 982-83.
Accordingly, Defendant’s appeal is dismissed, and the matter is remanded to
the trial court to enter a notation in the record that while the conviction removed
Defendant’s presumption of innocence, it was neither affirmed nor reversed on

appeal due to his death. Furthermore, Jane L. Beebe and the Louisiana Appeals &

Writ Service are ordered withdrawn as counsel of record in the captioned matter.
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